The Class Of 2019
Dig the new breed
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RENOMA

rench rock is like English wine,” John Lennon apparently declared in the *70s — and
after countless appearances by Sacha Distel on cheesy Satorday night variety shows, or
one-too-many radio spins of Sheila And B Devotion's “Singin® In The Rain’, this
dismissive view has remained uncontested for years.

But the troth is momne :ur.nl:!le:li.. amd the
reality & that the French have always
cp:litnd in their own parallel wriverse o
Pﬂ.‘:ffhed!hl: rock. counterculinml comics
and undergronnd movies. It's 2 nniverss
inarpuably influenced by the popular
calture of the UK USA axis, bat that
infloence hasn't always flowed one way.
This is a parallel universe where Chode
Frangois’ song ‘Comme [ Habitode"
irspired bath Sinate’s "My Wy and

. Bowie’s “Life On Mars? ; where Homble
¢ Pie formed as Johony Halbyday's backing
* band ; and where Mungo Jerny had 2 UK
: Tap 3 s.in%]: witha Jacgues Drutroac song
- (1973 s “Ale

¢ fans).

ght,ﬁ]ﬁg_ht, A.l.l.'.ig]it', Mungn

+  And that parallel oniverse extendad not
+ just to rock music, but abso to rodk

= fashion.

+  While The British Imvasion bands of the
: 'ills were notable for their Imlan-style

E dm]n]:cd
1 tight-fitting double breasted blarers with

! wide tromsers, v g_uurﬂ:ﬂi.n:

} counterparts a cool, individual look that

i starkly contrasted with our own, and one

s that Brit rock stars would eventually saize

» short “bum freezer™ jackets and narrow

red trowsers, the French silhowett=
a|n|:|g miore formal bnes — '|nr.rg_,

upon themsehres,
And this & how it bappened.
Althouph France hacI.Ff:d styl=h youth
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calis before— fmmt]:.e.ﬁ.l:nc'hz street ]
gangs of 19th century Mootmartre, to the mnlaﬂ.:l'urﬂl: “Yeah, Yeahs™ in ELES;I:—
Foot-suited Fazaur of the 40s, and the songs), in which mug
Blouran Moir {Black jacket) rock "o’ rollers mugh n'ufp rockers were swapped out for
af the S0s, the af the "6ils =ow \I'I.T al, if coquettish, girl snpers ke
the start of 2 sustzined youth fahion in Wartan, Sheik and France Gall.

bced with 2 tamer Fu'ndm:r.— e

miovement in France, and oae man -Enn.naq , thi Bl rom Moir's Levi's and

could chim to have been its d.'ri:\.rirLngn::. % leathers ook mqumk%mﬂmrﬂ'ﬁf a

His name? Maurice Renoma. = new trend for what could be called 2
1940s France was a conservetive, ; ¢ “Middle Class

oo s hpeniog of Le
¢ Drugstons Poblick ae 133 Avenue des
¢ Champs Ebmaes, close to The Arc de
Tnump'l:-: Coeverting the fmoy facade and
: interior of the former Hotel Astoria, the

Catholic coumtry and President De Ganlle

presided over it in 2 strice, patrician

manner. Bock n' roll hit France late, and

notwithout resistance. For a coum

dominated |:r!|r the cool mtellectnalim of

jazz, the reaction to rock was either : torewas built to bowse the

mockery or the creation of feeble carben E:Em&nufhhl.ns. a2 holding

copies, and the whole peore was abropthy for advertising apencies

nentered with the conscription of 2 large Fmﬂ. Drugstore cashed mona

proportion of its male fans into The American sparked by the

Alperion War. hﬂiﬂ:-u.;tp:drhzbgrf
I their ahsences, rock 'n° mll waa :.udrti:nnmua:]'l:an rectanrens, cmemas,

:nz::ﬁ:r:ﬂ

I.I:I]:G, recand sbores, and international
]:-uuk and uugpzl.uu‘h:m:i and would
eventually i the si named
Chekag ::;?E;mt that opsned some 10
years keer, ammortalied in the Stones” “You
Can't Abways Gat What You Want')

With the Drugstors

came= La

Bande du

[!ru.g:u:ln.-l:ut "Drug:u:ln.- Ging":l. a small
group of younpsters from the wealthny
16ith Arrondissement, inclading a number
of fofure stars, most notably mck

photoprapher Jean- Marie Perier, and pop

stars Ronmie Bird and Zowsow.

The kids of moathy well-to-do parents,
the gang a:qm.md:.u url:g,r mickname —

“ Blowsmn Dorés™ (polden j

J. to

differentiate them from the lower class

“ Blouzn Moirs™. The D

re created o

comvenient smvironment for the gang to

and obsms over the excting workds

of London and the LFSA via im:
records and mre copies ot A4

reed FLéH
A
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f“Maunce had holidayed in England
and it was on Camaby Street and
- the King's Road that he first saw
_E jackets with mpp&d-rn waists. A

i,
Le
L

.ﬁ' style unkn:wm in Paris, Maurice
_copied the look and improved on it”

'?'nlu I||rl'|llllﬁ'd“|hlll --ﬁ':.-nu: ﬁ?-l'.ﬂh-‘ullrx&.lsil#ﬁ':iq LH| l. . -.‘|J|4|I-q-‘.'lﬂ-l:|“q--\r.ﬁl i

that were anly available to purchase ae
ﬂ:.eDrn.g:tmurnﬂ.@bnnnn' inp sh
Sinfonia and Lido ue. B
65 the were known by 2
d.ﬂ?fn:ut nmﬂlﬁ Minss, htebr]]'jr
mesming The ts, and they wore a
umiform of © bl ers ar brin-
vented tweed jackets, clab ties and boat-
necked sweaters; for 'H:gﬂlh?rhmd
English bands like The and The
Semall Faces, they didn't want to dress
like the Imlian-mspirsd mods. Instead,
wanted to lock oy pically En
thﬂf itwas :ggdﬂlzl #ﬂ o
clothes in Loadon, e from
E-El:in Feed, rJ:l.En:-wzre P;.FT'J:.:;L;I:Y
outlets for “Le Sple s, sinch as
the long ai:]:lLu]:r_dﬂ Eug]and near
Opérz, and Burberry in the Madeline
gquarter, where you could pick up
clobber like jumpers and blazers. For
thee less wu]] Mimas, there were ablo
the salls :.nd second hand dothes
merchants at the Saint-Ouen flea market,
where one could around for
batton-down Oxctord shirts and straight
white mincoats.
Cne Mamrice Fenoma. Born in 1940 to
a Polish Jewizh family, Reooma grew up
during the “Trese Glorimses™, the
“Elorons™ 30- from "45-75
during which France rebuilt ftself after the
war. Maarice's tilor father, Simon
Krzepicki, had a workshop on the Fae du
Temple in the 9th Arrondisement and he
came vp with the band name Beooms
after attempting to trademark
Fenomée, the French word for
renowned.
In the late "S0s, French men had
2 repatation as being the worse
dre=xed in Europe, stereotyped =
short, fat fe]]nm :ID])H.‘EE
:ﬁg chanpe, inspired by
ood stars like James Diean and
Brando, and the Amedican Gls
hemwama ter. In 1960, Mauarice
and kis older bro Michel were given
15 square metres of the Renoma shop by
thesir father and, in an art=mpt to changs
French style, the brothers began building 2
d.i.enl::l:cgt'ﬂ:d: oW
Like the hi Pariians of the
era, Mauorice Fﬂ]:min Enpland and
itwas on Street and The King's
Road that he first saw jackets with nipped-
in waists. & sty ke unknown in Park,
Maurice copied the look and improved on
it

Manrice’s first meowe was to change the
extablished cue of men's muit jackees. This
more fitted look — ngzt:rwauu with

ght shoulders ider lapels— wasa
]:n.rp departure from the oversized jackets
that had :m‘n:befnn:.Maun:\:: &'I‘]lﬂ'

y «called them “chimney.
because they b ﬂ:ﬁy in.d

:‘bm:Her: 50 H you could figa
down r.'bem. Beforahand, snch
tailuci.ng could normally caly be found at
Ted Lapidus’ ready-to-wear menzwear
boutique Tedd, at much LEr ex panss,
mﬂ::]i'ﬂ!. much less IE':I::i.r.g:m:I e
Bellbottoms also featared,
Ln.t]ﬁ:r:d.'h:,r a pair of wide,
horseman's tromsers Manrice's
girtiriend had broughe back from
holiday i the Camargne region.
Mzurice made his first pair of
hound's eooth Cb.nu:%‘n:imm at
15, which fi like
Jﬁ: bntmrev:g:uij-dﬂ-: Here, the
Minet silhowette — bell-
hottoms, long jadets, armholes
and mppﬁﬂ.-?Equm h-‘g.h
Given a Triamy his
mather in 61, M:uti: rnde}gh.e
comvertible np and dovwn The
Champs- Elysees, handing oat
hhuasiness cards and ing his new
wares. Word spﬁmnauguut Paris,
and soon enough Drugstore E
rnem.benm:hmrm.gnﬁf
hased Benoma suits in all
T]:u: oo as often as poasible.
[n'r]:.tP;-h:}:: "fills, fnrlj,ln'u.ugp
FParisian man to make lnml]:rn:ml:m.
]g:n'l: and to be “with it", an English-
11 blazer was cu:u:ldered a mimst- hawve.
£ Brnoma blazer was close-fitting and
double-breasted, with flat sibrer buttons
instead of traditional polden, carved cnes.
Miche] also noted the it of the
blarer had the advantage of making
“nice little bums".

. Michel asked his English

girlfriend to soarce the pattern of the
bl er that were
wearing in&: PEDI];.hdwhcn the
pattern ar , his father cut it
Michel and his bmﬂ::r th r]::
finzhed product waswon bt
their father exclaimed, “It's for
gays! Dom't you dare wear sch a
1" His opinion chan
T'E:]E: they weld 15,000 hﬁm
within a year.
E\r:n'hu]l::,r Manrice and

move oot of their father’s
ises, meew on the Boase de
Motre Dame de Mazareth in the
unfashionzble 9th, 2 it was wo far from
their wealthy costomers. Passing the
n de Sailly on Roe d= la Pompe — the
Hs S-Chnnlwl:len.- of his clienis
in the 16ith— Maarice saw an
antique shop opposite and arm to
t“l Equ the next day. e
Fi&ﬂm‘bﬁdb’f.ﬂmﬂl‘jﬂ and the S
President John F Keanedy, Maurice took
inspiration from Keanedy’s style and the
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o R f‘ "REHDIT!EIE window displays were  Veorvesy oo
. designed to provoke. Enraged by Yoo deigrer onking fo pinton
; the religious symbols, taxidermied L‘j‘;};ﬁ:‘};ﬂ@]‘; cusiomers,
i ~animals, hand grenades and =~ | igmgeop were

pted for a fi |:|.1.=|:|I:= with a
machine guns in the window,

unisex collection soon following. Maurice
pﬁaers-by wnuld throw StONes . forki soumd bresking women's rome

' claims Ywves Saint Lanrent lifted this look
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maodernity he embodied. It was 2 hoge
contrast to the patrician President de
Ganlle, or indeed Manrice’s own cold,
strict father, and o it was thar his new
shop White House opened on October
22nd "63. When Kernedy died exacthy
one month later, 2 o ift name i:]i:nge was
requin:d, and Benoma it became.
Renoma was 3 revelation to the youth
of Paris, becoming the first boutigue to
focus ony people of 15 or even 14

years old. A time, young men went to

rJ:.:i.r‘i':.'r]un tailors, and a sait was

suppased to be worn for a decade or more. i

Penoma tlhpped that dynamic, and soon

woere bringing in their dads.
l%:: iY\ErﬂCFDPEﬁDg, Renoma

EEFI.I.DdEd. across Europe, opening 60 :]mp-s E

i togal, i:'l.n:]u:'lil::guu: on Btm:bamp

Flace in Chelsm, London. Soon after, Jean E

Bougquain, a buyer u:n.p]ug,mdatd::l.:.uﬁ:'h

of Renoma, a])ﬂ:u:d a rival store called
Chezx Mayfair in 2 former butcher'’s shop
on Fue de ki Pompe. Further boutiques

callsd Harrisom, Kerrington and Princeton E

followed. Carnaby Strest bad come to
Paras!
]:r|. ‘il F.enoma introduced 2 "30s

collection, Les Incorruptibles, the §
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Celebrity customers flocked to them,
including French stars of screen and

, music. Antoine acquired his ﬂm‘:r{ silk

shirts from Benoma, and in 66 on his

: song ‘Les Playboys', Jacques Dutronc
: SaNE, ﬁ'_l'l.l.'i pas peur petits Minets qui

mangent leur Ronron an Dregstore”

¢ [“I'm not afraid of the little pusycats
¢ who eat their cat food at the Drogstore”)

— and he dressed in Benoma on his LP
Semrer.

5:i.|:l1.'i1|.1']'jl’., Mino Ferrer ungn:m]ti: track
‘La Bande & Ferrer’, “Pour faire partie de
la bande i Ferrer, 1l fant... 5habiller chez
Mayfair ou bien cher Renoma...” (“To be

rt of the Ferrer gang, you have to...
EHS at Mayfair or Renoma..."), and he
dellsd up mrﬂinﬂ on his sleeyves.

In 67, Serpe Gain :Fpur:d in
Pierre Eomlnik's comadi= musicale Anma
,puu'ting.:.:i.'hrﬂ'-buttnmd donhl=
bressted Fenoma blazer. The following
year, Eih‘l.ﬂ}nurg's then-lover Brigitte
Bardot donned a military-style Renoma
jacket for the ‘Devil Is An Englishman’
sepment of ber own Mew Year's Bve TV
spacial.

And, of conres, mtermticnal mock stars
gave Renoma the final seal of cool cadhe -
T . Richards and Hendrix all sporting
the look. James Brown also wore 2 Mao

style jacket at his 71 Paris L'Olympia
Fn:nn: tithe for the American TV mobster & concerts and Bob Dykn t two
series The Unfouchabler. This pinstrips . Renoma suits om his 25th birt

three. piece or double-breasted panpster
kook — modelled by 2 fame Pierre
Cleménti — predated t Than
Bonmie & Clyde-inspired styles by three
5.

Renoma's window diplays were
designed to provoke. En ithe
EE]ELH IYD1]:|D]5, uﬁdﬂﬁgm?ddbrnimﬂ:,
hand grenades and machine puns in the
wimdow, :ner:—l:r!,r wonld stones
through the window at might, so Maurice
emphoyed a carpenter to make spare
windows. Come the moming, t
windows were in place, bat the broken
windows were almost part of the décor.

Indeed, Maarice preferred them broken, as i

they were more visually more arresting.
The Renoma brothers” restless
fmaginations led to the ssacch for novel

and unusnal materiak. Maorice discovered g

Srintad\rd\reu:in the soft furnishings

epartment of the BHV department store, E
and combined with a daring use of colowr 3

gu a time when French menswear was

mumat:dhff:p - bloes, bcngu] b= also E

emphnyed bold peometric patterns m:l:l.md

rrann

In "73 Mauwrice expanded the brand into

: Japan with Renoma customers Serge

r Gainshourg and Jane Birkin = Brand

¢ Ambevadors. and Manrice wouald
* become fast friends, Maorice introduc

u:h.i:])n.rm:ruf"hi.'l ﬁDIJYEEI,

E Caroline Voo Panbos, dka Bambou

Manrices first store remains oo the Rne

£ de la Pompe to this day ; for their 50th
E anniversary in 2013, R.:n.anu.:r:]n'uduud

of their sgnature parments from

I their 60s and 70s heyday, including
¢ Gainshourg’s iconic pinstripe jacket —
P i atam

L reproduction of the price Serpe would
. hwepnid in the "70s.

In"71, John Lennon relesssd a short
:E]m i ot his new sin
IEFE;::DD sits and smgshatbi.'l
white piano = Yoke Ono draws back the
wooden window shatters in the allwhite
music room at their Berkshire mamsion.
Visible in v:]um—up. Lenmom wears 2 brown

velvet jacket. Its hbel? Renoma. [H]

: With than ks to Macime Boper ot Renoma



